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Welcome

HOW CHINA CAN BETTER
PARTICIPATE IN
US. STANDARDS ACTIVITIES

James A. Thomas, President
ASTM International

BEIJING 2004
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INTERNATIONAL

Why Should China Care Abou
U.S. Standards Activities?

B China’s New Stake in the Global
Market

B China’s TBT Obligations to Use
International Standards

M Trade with the U.S.

* In 2003, China exported merchandise worth
$152,379,235,541 to the U.S.
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Shlls

INTERNATIONAL

Why Should China Care Abou
U.S. Standards Activities?

B U.S. based standards are pervasive in the
global market.

B More than 2,000 different ASTM standards
alone have been adopted as the basis of
national standards or are referenced 1n
national portfolios in countries outside of the

United States.
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INTERNATIONAL

Why Participate in
U.S. Standards Activities?

B Easy Access for Chinese Enterprises
B Power to Influence

e Mandatory Standards

e Voluntary Standards

e International Standards
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INTERNATIONAL

1 4 China’s Participation in US Standards
ASTM: One Example

B Numerous U.S.-based standards developers
view as essential China’s participation in
their standards development process.

e China’s growing consumer base
» China’s manufacturing prowess
» China’s technical and scientific expertise

B 452 ASTM Standards are used as the basis
for standards 1in China’s national portfolio.
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INTERNATIONAL

ASTM International

B Participation without
 Barriers

 Prerequisites
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INTERNATIONAL

ASTM International:

Electronic Participation

B Digital Workflows

B Digital Paths

B Electronic Balloting

B Committee Web Pages
B Online Task Groups
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INTERNATIONAL

ASTM’s Commitment to it

Members in China

B 117 ASTM Members from China
B Standardization News in Chinese

B Dictionary of Engineering Science and Technology:
ASTM International/Shanghai Institute for
Standardization

B Agreements with CNIS and SIS
B The Intern Program
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B Student Memberships

« 29 Student Members from China
B Training
* ASTM International University

* International Training
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INTERNATIONAL

Are U.S. Produced Standard
International Standards?

B The Criteria: The TBT Agreement: Annex 4

* Transparency

* Openness

Impartiality and Consensus

Effectiveness and Relevance

Coherence
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Global Trade and International

Standards: Options

B[SO
B ASTM International
B Other U.S. Based Standards Developers
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Two International Processes:
Similarities

B The Development of International Standards
 International Participation

* International Use

B Adherence to the Principles of Annex 4 to the
the WTO/TBT Agreement
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Two International Processes:

Differences
1ISO ASTM International
B Participation by B Direct

Delegation Participation

B One Country One Vote B Direct Voting
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One Country One Vote

B 77% of all ISO technical committees
have 50% or more voting members
from Europe.
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Options

B The key to global competitiveness
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Formula for Success

B Quality
B Relevance

B Standards That Are Appropriate,
Not Pre-Determined
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Why Should China Care Abou

U.S. Standards Activities?

B Because 1ts competitors do.
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