The Trade Forum

The Trade Forum is held under the U.S.-Japan Economic Partnership for Growth. It addresses
trade and trade-related issues raised by either government. The two Governments engage in
discussion of a broad and wide-ranging set of issues of interest and concern to either
government, including those related to the manufacturing, services, and agricultural sectors. The
Forum also serves as an “early warning” mechanism to facilitate expeditious resolution of
emerging trade and trade-related issues. The Forum meets once a year or more frequently as
necessary. Meetings of the Forum are chaired by USTR for the United States and MOFA for
Japan and include officials from other agencies and ministries as appropriate.

The Expert-Level Meeting on Public Works

The Expert-Level Meeting on Public Works is held under the Trade Forum. These working
group level discussions cover bilateral issues related to the design and construction sectors,
including those covered by the 1991 U.S.-Japan Major Projects Arrangement and the 1994 U.S.-
Japan Public Works Agreement. The ELM is chaired by the Department of Commerce for the
United States and the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism for Japan.
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